6th March 2020

"A member of the Westmead Catholic Community"

Heartlinks Highlights Video
“The less we have, the more we give.

Watch Video
MTP Heartlinks Highlights Video

PBS4L Positive Behaviour Support for Learning launch at MTP! On Friday 20th
March our school will officially launch the PBS4L framework at Mother Teresa
Primary to coincide with Harmony Day. The video this week looks at what this means
for your child at MTP.

Harmony Day and launch of PBS4L (Positive Behaviour Support for
Learning) Friday 20th March - a touch of orange!

On Friday 20th March our school will be celebrating both Harmony Day and the
launch of our PBS4L program. On this day students are invited to wear mufti (casual
clothes) with a splash of orange e.g. a ribbon to signify the colour of unity and
harmony on Harmony Day.
At 9am all families are invited to join us for our liturgy to mark Harmony Day and also
to officially launch the PBS4L framework at MTP. March 21st is Australia’s Harmony
Day, (but we will celebrate on the 20th March) which celebrates the country’s
cultural diversity. It coincides with the United Nations’ International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The theme for Harmony Day is “Everyone
Belongs” which compliments our PBS4L framework where we care for ourselves,
others and the environment.

Sibling Duty

At Mother Teresa Primary, we offer a duty, called “sibling duty” for students at
Mother Teresa Primary who have older siblings at Catherine McAuley High School or
Parramatta Marist High. At 2.45pm the Mother Teresa siblings students wait in the
area outside the school office, in the shade, and are offered a variety of books to
read quietly and are supervised by a teacher. When it is closer to the time that the
older siblings are dismissed from their High Schools, around 3.10pm, we escort the
siblings out to the bus shelter area, where they are collected by their older brothers
and sisters. If you have children at Mother Teresa and also one of the High Schools,
it would be helpful if you waited to collect all the children at 3.15pm onwards, rather
than having to pick up the MTP students at 2.45pm and wait for the High Schools to
be dismissed. Many thanks for your consideration.

N E W S L E T T E R D A T E
Seems
absurd, but it’s the logic of
love.”

St Teresa of Kolkata

Important Dates:
• Tuesday, 17th March
Parent Information Evening—
Religious Education—7:00pm
• Friday, 20th March
Harmony Day
Mufti Day—a touch of Orange

• Tuesday, 24th March
Dr Justin Coulson Parent
Workshop—7:00pm
• Friday, 27th March
Pupil Free Day—no students
• Wednesday, 1st April
Celebration of Learning
4:30pm—6:00pm

Parent University - Term 1 - Religious Education - Tuesday
17th March 7pm

Each term at MTP, we run parent workshops or
‘Parent University’ which is an opportunity for our
teachers to share the learning goals and
information about our approach to teaching and learning. This
term on Tuesday 17th March at 7pm, we are very excited to be
working with the other schools in the Westmead Catholic
Community for a parent workshop with a Religious Education
focus on the new RE curriculum in the Parramatta Diocese. The
workshop will be run by theologian Dr Anthony Maher. More
details about this event will be provided closer to the date.

Looking forward to seeing you at our workshop - Dr Justin
Coulson - Visit to MTP Tuesday 24th March - Parent only
Workshop 7pm at the Morley Centre Parramatta

On Tuesday 24th March Dr Justin Coulson will be working with the
students in Years 5-6 during the day and the parents and carers of our
community at 7pm. These workshops aim to provide insights and
strategies on positive ways to help your child behave . This is a
fantastic opportunity for all parents and carers K-6 to be a part of this informative
and interactive workshop. Please feel free to invite along interested family and
friends. The parent information workshop will be held in the Morley Centre.

Welcomeasy
“In purchasing your child’s tuckshop
order online through Welcomeasy, you
are contracting directly with the supplier.
You are responsible for checking that the
ingredients of what you order are not
incompatible with your child’s sensitivities
or health issues. Please ensure you check
the disclaimers in the supplier's website.
If in doubt you should contact the
supplier.”

Catholic Schools Week and Open School sessions - Applications MTP, Marist and McAuley 2021

The 1st to the 7th of March marks Catholic Schools Week. Our school is currently accepting enrolments for Kindergarten
2021. Yesterday we had the great pleasure of welcoming prospective families to two different open sessions of our school
and it was great to be able to share the Mother Teresa Primary story with others in the community. A reminder that any Year
6 MTP student wishing to enrol in either Catherine McAuley High School or Parramatta Marist High School for Year 7 in
2021 can now apply. Please note that no late applications will be accepted by the High Schools, this includes MTP siblings
of students already enrolled in the High Schools. The High School applications close on the 27th March.

Well Done Zoe! Summer Reading Challenge

Last week we presented all students who participated in the Executive Director’s Summer Reading
Challenge with certificates at our Monday morning assembly. Special congratulations to Zoe from Year 2
who was awarded the runner’s up prize for the challenge and received a gift voucher as well as a
certificate. We are very proud of all of our students who participated in the challenge but also proud of all
of the great readers we have at MTP!

Grade Coordinators 2020 MTP

As indicated in our previous newsletters, each stage has a relevant Stage Coordinator who may also be
able to assist you with any inquiries this year.
Kindergarten Coordinator - Mrs Katherine Stennett
Stage 1 Coordinator (Years 1 and 2) - Mrs Maree Grainger
Stage 2 Coordinator (Years 3 and 4) - Mr Owen Wallis
Stage 3 Coordinator (Years 5 and 6) - Mrs Maria Boyd

MTP Staff Development Day - Friday 27th March - Pupil Free Day

Each year, schools in NSW are allocated 6 Professional Development Days across the year. Most schools use some of their
days at the beginning and end of each year as we did with our Mathematical Assessment Interviews last week. On Friday
27th of March our teaching staff will be attending the MANSW (Mathematical Association of NSW) Conference as this aligns
with one of our major goals in Mathematics this year at MTP. A Staff Development Day (SDD) is a pupil free day, this means
students do not attend school on this day. COSHC (Catholic Out of School Hours Care) will operate on this day and more
information is now available from the COSHC manager for parents about this optional service.

Defibrillator available in the MTP School Office

Last year, our staff received training in the use of a defibrillator. Our school has a defibrillator and in the event that one is
required, it is kept in our school administration office. All CEDP (Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta) schools now
have a defibrillator.

TEMPTATIONS of the HEART

Sundays Gospel spoke of Jesus temptations in the wilderness. His experiences mirror that of the
chosen people with Moses. Where they failed, Jesus triumphed. They were so worried about their own
comfort and immediate needs, they forgot the miracle of freedom and the promise they had been
given by God. Their first response towards God was about calling on Him to prove his love, rather than
one of awe and worship, praise and thanks. How often do we see God as our supplier, fixer,
supporter, rather than the God of the universe, who deserves our praise and adoration. When we see
ourselves as here to serve God, rather than God there to serve us, our faith can give us all we need to
live life to the full, and reach our full potential. Maria Boyd REC

JESUIT REFUGEE CENTRE:

This Lent show your love through sending in items of food for families desperate to feed themselves.
• This week, we ask for TUNA in oil.
• Next Week: Cooking Oil
These families can’t do it without our love in action. Make LENT count - GIVE from the HEART.

Important Dates:

• Parent Information Evening - Religious Education - Tuesday 17th March 7pm - Morley Centre
• HARMONY DAY - Friday 20th March 9am Liturgy (all welcome) Wear a touch of orange with casual clothes - launch of
PBS4L at MTP
• Parent Workshop with Dr Justin Coulson - Tuesday 24th March 7pm (all parents and friends welcome) - Morley Centre
• Staff Development Day (Student Free Day) Friday 27th March
• Last day of Term 1 - Thursday 9th April (Holy Thursday)

WHS - Safety for all at Mother Teresa Primary

• Please do not line up across the pedestrian crossing or on the red zone when waiting to drop off your children in the
morning or when picking them up in the afternoon.
• Please do hold your child’s hand when walking across the road and until they enter the vehicle when your car is
parked safely in the visitor car park.

