
 

 

MTP Heartlinks Highlights Video 
In the video this week we explore ways we can support student learning at home. 
 

A changing world 
A lot has changed in the world since our last newsletter. As a staff we have worked 
together to maintain a sense of calm and routine when things seem chaotic in the 
wider world. Thank you so much to our parent community for your ongoing support. 
Our students have adapted well to some necessary changed practices at school. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff of Mother Teresa Primary who 
have worked hard in preparing resources in case changes to the delivery of learning 
is necessary. This has happened in a time when there is great uncertainty in the 
world. We are a very fortunate community to have so many resources, digital and 
physical, to support learning. As stated in all Skoolbag notifications this week, Mother 
Teresa Primary remains open. I am aware that the choices parents have to make at 
this time are difficult and I respect your decisions about the best option for your 
child.  
 

Apologies for changes necessary due to Coronavirus restrictions 
Unfortunately there have been many school events and celebrations we have had to 
cancel or postpone because of restrictions as a result of the Coronavirus situation. 
Some of these events we are trying to postpone until later in the year but others we 
have had to cancel.  
 
As you are aware we had to postpone the Parent University on the new Religious 
Education curriculum with Professor Anthony Maher, which had been scheduled for 
last Tuesday.  
 
Next Tuesday we do have the Parent Workshop with Dr Justin Coulson however the 
mode of delivery has had to be changed. This workshop will no longer be at school, 
we will be sharing with parents and friends of MTP a link which you can use from 
your computer next Tuesday night, 24th March at 7pm to join in a webinar with a 
focus on “Positive Ways to Help Children Behave.” On Tuesday afternoon, the 
students and teachers in Years 5 and 6 will also participate in a webinar with Justin 
on the theme of Respectful Relationships.  
 
Unfortunately we have had to cancel our ‘Celebration of Learning’ scheduled for 
Wednesday of Week 10. We have been given guidelines about events we are 
allowed to have at school and the number of families involved in the open school 
“Celebration of Learning” are not compliant with these restrictions.  
 

Representative Sport 
If your child had been nominated for representative level sport in the Parramatta 
Diocese OR you have nominated your child to take part in representative sports trials 
it is important to check the Parramatta Diocesan Sports website for changes and 
cancellations of trials and sporting events. More information here: 
 https://www.primarysportparra.catholic.edu.au/ 
 

N E W S L E T T E R  D A T E  

20th March 2020 

“The less we have, the more we give. 

Seems absurd, but it’s the logic of 

love.” 

St Teresa of Kolkata 

Important Dates: 
 

 

• Tuesday, 24th March 
Online webinar 

Dr Justin Coulson 

7:00pm 
 

• Friday, 27th March 
Pupil Free Day—no students 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Eucharist 
• Postponed 

"A member of the Westmead Catholic Community"  

Heartlinks Highlights Video 

Watch Video 

 
 

Welcomeasy 
“In purchasing your child’s tuckshop 

order online through Welcomeasy, you 

are contracting directly with the supplier. 

You are responsible for checking that the 

ingredients of what you order are not 

incompatible with your child’s sensitivities 

or health issues. Please ensure you check 

the disclaimers in the supplier's website. 

If in doubt you should contact the 

supplier.”  

Applications for Kindergarten 2021 at Mother Teresa Primary 
Our school is currently accepting enrolments for Kindergarten 2021. If you are seeking enrollment for your child to 
Kindergarten in 2021 at Mother Teresa Primary could you please submit your application to the school office by the end of 
March. You will be notified shortly after that of a time and day for an interview.   
 

Defibrillator available in the MTP School Office 
Last year, our staff received training in the use of a defibrillator. Our school has a defibrillator and in the event that one is 
required, it is kept in our school administration office. All CEDP (Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta) schools now 
have a defibrillator.  

https://www.primarysportparra.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Mother.Teresa.Primary/videos/295577931418102/
https://welcomeasy.com.au/
https://welcomeasy.com.au/


 

 

MTP Staff Development Day - Friday 27th March - Pupil Free Day 
Each year, schools in NSW are allocated 6 Professional Development Days across the year. Most schools use some of their 
days at the beginning and end of each year as we did with our Mathematical Assessment Interviews earlier this term. On 
Friday 27th of March our teaching staff will be participating in staff professional learning in Mathematics. A Staff 
Development Day (SDD) is a pupil free day, this means students do not attend school on this day. COSHC (Catholic Out of 
School Hours Care) will operate on this day and more information is now available from the COSHC manager for parents 
about this optional service.  

The Challenge aims to encourage a love of reading for leisure and pleasure in students, and to enable them to experience 
quality literature. It is not a competition but a challenge to each student to read, to read more and to read more widely. 
The Premier's Reading Challenge (PRC) is available for all NSW students in Kindergarten to Year 9, in government, 
independent, Catholic and home schools. 
The 2019 Challenge kicked off Monday, 2nd March and closes Friday, 28th August (midnight) for MTP students.  
How can my child get involved? Just click on the link at NSW PRC and log on to begin (Kindergarten and new families) 
should have recently received their log in details. There is also a new student portal  which allows students to look for books 
that are on the challenge list and add them directly to their reading log once read. 
 
If you have any questions, please see either Mrs Rawlings or Mrs Halligan. 
 

Sacramental Programme 
Last week a note was sent home regarding enrolments for First Eucharist at Sacred Heart Parish that were to be held over 

the coming Sunday masses.  

Bishop Vincent has sent a new directive relating to liturgical celebrations throughout the diocese stating that at this stage all 

sacramental classes and celebrations will need to be postponed. It is too early to predict when these dates will be 

rescheduled. As things become clearer, we will let people know.  

 

NAPLAN online - information for students and parents 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a point in time assessment of literacy and 
numeracy skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 
participate in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 
numeracy. 

Our school will be participating in NAPLAN Online between 12 and 22 May 2020. 

Excessive preparation for NAPLAN Online is not recommended. Students can use the public demonstration site (https://
www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site) to familiarise themselves with the functionalities and types of 
questions they will experience in NAPLAN Online. 

If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please contact your child’s teacher. There are attached flyers with more 
information.  

Important Dates: 
• Staff Development Day (Student Free Day) Friday 27th March 

• Last day of Term 1 - Thursday 9th April (Holy Thursday) 

• First day of Term 2 - Monday 27th April 

WHS - Safety for all at Mother Teresa Primary 
• Please do not line up in the red zone when you are waiting to pick up your child for ‘Kiss and Drop’ zone in the 

afternoon. 

• Please do hold your child’s hand when walking across the road and until they enter the vehicle when your car is 
parked safely in the visitor car park.  

 
God of Love, our world is a wonderful place.  
Let’s remember that your love is for everyone.  
May our world leaders inspire everyone to make decisions showing that all 
people are precious.  
May we remember to make choices that show Your love and care for each other 
and our world. 
We make this prayer in Jesus name. 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

NESA – NAPLAN Parent Information 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) is a point in time assessment of literacy and nu-
meracy skills that are essential for every child to progress 
through school and life. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 par-
ticipate in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, con-
ventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 
and numeracy. 

Our school will be participating in NAPLAN Online between 
12 and 22 May 2020.  

Excessive preparation for NAPLAN Online is not recom-
mended. Students do not need to be able to touch type to 
complete NAPLAN Online as the tests are not about key-
board skills (just as the paper test is not about handwriting 
skills). Students can use the public demonstration site to 
familiarise themselves with the functionalities of the online 
assessment platform and the types of questions they will 
experience in NAPLAN Online. 

 
Please see the attached NAPLAN Online – Information for 
parents and carers sheet for further information.  

If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please 
contact your child’s teacher. 

Additional resources: 

•Public demonstration site  
 

•NESA NAPLAN website  

•NAP Parent/carer support page  

•Watch a video that explains NAPLAN Online 

•Watch a video that explains tailored testing 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/k-10/understanding-the-curriculum/naplan
https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S1z6kUnRRE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGFseJAM3Ew&feature=youtu.be

