30th August 2019

"A member of the Westmead Catholic Community"

90 Seconds with the Principal
Watch Video
90 Seconds with the Principal - Thank you Dad!
In the 90 seconds with the Principal this week we listen to the voices of our Mother Teresa
students as they reflect and thank their Dads for the vital role they play in their lives.

Bingo Disco Thank you!
What a fantastic night of fun and fundraising. Thank you to the parents, families and staff of
Mother Teresa Primary for coming together in a great community celebration. We were
able to raise over $3000.00 to go towards school resources including additional coding and
robotic equipment and resources for the Investigative Play program. We would like to
thank Mr Howayek for providing a great sound system and being a fantastic DJ on the night.
Thanks to the Sleiman family for providing the coffee cart. Many thanks to the Nakad family
for their very generous donations and support on the night. Thanks to Wenty Leagues and
Oz Fashions for their donations. Thanks to all of our families for their very generous
donations of prizes for the Bingo and Raffles. Thanks to the MTP staff who organised the
sale of second hand uniforms and for running the Bingo and raffles, as well as some
fabulous dance moves. I would also like to thank the parents and students who have
contacted me to say thanks for a great night; I have passed on your appreciation to our
staff.

N E W S L E T T E R

“Only

D A T E

God knows our true
needs.”

St Mother Teresa of Kolkata

Important Dates:
• Thursday, 5th September
Mother Teresa Feast Day
Andrew Chinn concert
Parents welcome to attend the
Whole School Concert
1.30pm-2.35pm
• Saturday, 7th– Sunday 8th

September
First Reconciliation Enrolment
forms can be collected from the
Parish Church while attending
Mass from weekend
7th-8th September 2019
• Friday, 13th September
National Literacy & Numeracy
Week
1.45pm - Parents invited to
listen to a story written by their
child and listen to our ‘Poetry
Slam’ presentation.
• Monday, 23rd– Friday 27th

September
Mobile Dental & Optometry
• Friday, 27th September
Last day Term 3
• Monday, 14th October
First day Term 4
• Friday, 1st November
Staff Development Day
No students at school
• Thursday, 7th November
Kindergarten 2020 Parent
Information Evening
6:00pm

Happy Father’s Day
It was wonderful to see so many Dads, Grandads and family members come along to school to read with their child and then join us
and Fr Walter in our special Father’s Day liturgy. Thank you to our beautiful choir and FIAT group for their enthusiasm leading the
singing. Thank you to Mrs Gaye Dennis for her preparation of the liturgy and the prayer space even during inclement weather although it was lovely to see the rain.

Kindergarten 2020 Parent Information Evening
All offers have been sent out to Kindergarten 2020 at Mother Teresa Primary. There will be a Parent Information Evening for
Kindergarten 2020 parents (not children) on the Thursday, 7th November at 6:00pm. All Kindergarten 2020 families will also soon
receive a date and time for their Kindergarten Orientation session which are being held later in November.

Julie Owens Christmas Card Competition
Kindergarten to Year 2 have once again been invited to take part in Julie Owens MP Christmas Card competition. The winner’s
artwork will be featured on Julie Owens 2019 Christmas card which will be sent to residents and community groups across the
Parramatta electorate. The K-2 children are invited to draw or paint a Christmas scene that they feel captures the spirit of the festive
season and/or what Christmas means to them. Entries need to be completed on an A4 piece of paper and include the student’s full
name, age, class and school written clearly on the reverse side. Entries are sent in through the school so if all entries could be sent to
school by Friday 20th September at the latest. Finalists’ drawings will be posted online and the winner will be selected by public
vote. The winner and two highly-commended entries will be announced in early-mid October.

Congratulations Audrey and Arabelle
On Monday, our school hosted the “Voice of Youth” cluster final, which is a
Diocesan Public Speaking competition for Year 6 students. Our school were
very well represented by Audrey who delivered a great speech on the meaning
and impact of our National Anthem and Arabelle who gave a very passionate
speech on animals in captivity. Congratulations girls on overcoming your
nerves and representing Mother Teresa Primary so well, we were very proud
of you.

Occupational Therapist working with MTP Staff
For semester 2 of 2019, Mrs Sharon Duff, an Occupational Therapist has been engaged by our school to work with staff from
Kindergarten to Year 6 once a fortnight. Sharon is an experienced Occupational Therapist and has already delivered professional
learning to our teachers on assisting students requiring support. Sharon will be running a parent information workshop on Thursday,
19th September at 1.45pm in the Staffroom. This workshop will provide an opportunity for Sharon to explain the role of
Occupational Therapy and provide tips for supporting your child at home. Sharon will also be available to answer questions you may
have about occupational therapy and supporting our children to share their ideas in writing, part of our school literacy goal for
2019.

Cuppa with the Principal
It was great to meet with parents last week and have a chat about Mother Teresa Primary. It is a great opportunity to listen and
share ideas about what is working well now and what may be possible in the future. There will be another ‘Cuppa with the Principal’
next term.

Mother Teresa Feast Day
We celebrate the Patron Saint of our school - St Teresa of Kolkata - on Thursday, 5th September. This will be a day of celebration
with the students from all grades participating in workshops across the day with Australian singer/songwriter, Andrew Chinn.
Parents are warmly welcome to join us for an afternoon concert at 1.30-2.35pm where Andrew will lead us in singing and
celebrating this special Feast day.

Book Week and Literacy and Numeracy Week at Mother Teresa Primary - Friday, 13th September - Parents and
Carers invited
At Mother Teresa Primary we will be celebrating National Literacy and Numeracy Week in Week 8 of this term (Week commencing
the 9th September). We will be reading the prize books nominated by the CBCA (Children’s Book Council of Australia) in the next
few weeks with all of our students and they will be integrated into our daily literacy block. We celebrate NLNW as it is a great way to
highlight the learning in both literacy and numeracy at our school. This year we have some great learning activities prepared for our
students including drama presentations, a poetry slam presentation, a writer’s festival and a mathematical themed treasure hunt.
On Friday, 13th September at 1.45pm parents and carers are invited to come and listen to their child/children read a piece of writing
they have written at school - a type of ‘book launch’. This reading session will be followed by a “Poetry Slam” presentation by our
students as our way of celebrating Literacy and Numeracy Week at MTP.

Congratulations Akira Year 5, our Athletics team and our school Netball Teams
As you can see, there have been many opportunities lately for our students to compete against other schools in the Diocese in
Athletics and Netball. Congratulations to all those students who represented our school so well - more news can be found in the
sports section of this newsletter. A special congratulations to Akira in Year 5 who has been chosen to represent the Diocese in both
the long jump and the 100m event - a fantastic achievement and we are very proud of you.

Year 4 Poetry
Year 4 have been working really hard on writing poetry and we would love to share with you two great examples from Jahzara M
and Theresa M.
Me
By Theresa M
Hi! My name’s Theresa. Theresa with a T,
I love everyone, especially me!
Hi! My name’s Theresa. Theresa with a H,
I love playing netball and I like to bake!
Hi! My name’s Theresa. Theresa with an E,
I love chocolate milk, but I’m too young for tea!
Hi! My name’s Theresa, Theresa with an R,
I love having chocolate and the chocolate bars!
Hi! My name’s Theresa. Theresa with an E,
I am very happy I’m smiling with glee
Hi! My name’s Theresa, Theresa with an S,
I like mathematics, like more than less!
Hi My name’s Theresa, Theresa with an A,
I hope you liked this poem and if you did then…HOORAY !!!!!!

Love poem
By Jahzara M
Love is there with you in darkness,
Love is there with you at night ,
Love is there when you’ve reached happiness,
Love never gives you a fright ,
Love is there right on your shoulder ,
Love is there when your alone ,
Love’s there when your south of the border ,
Love’s there when your on your phone,
Love is all you need .

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥
WHS - Safety

Please do not stop on the red zone when coming to the Kiss and Drop area in the morning and in the afternoon. This is to allow the
buses to leave the bus bay safely. Thank you for your cooperation.
Please do not stop and leave your car in the morning and the afternoon at the Kiss and Drop zone. A teacher will bring your child to
your car during dismissal in the afternoon following our normal Kiss and Drop procedures. Please do not stop on the pedestrian
crossing as this zone must be kept clear at all times.

This Sunday will be Father’s Day. The man nearest to Christ Jesus was His foster father, Joseph the
carpenter. Little did he dream as he visited the synagogue on the Sabbath that someday he would
be the protector of the synagogue’s God. Without knowing what it was that he was getting ready
for, he gave to his simple jobs the full devotion and the full strength of character of a simple,
honest man. Imagine the conversations he had with the boy Jesus as they worked side by side in
his carpentry workshop. As Jesus learned the trade from Joseph, he also learned gentleness,
kindness, commitment and love. As we honour our fathers this Father’s Day, may we think of
Joseph, the foster father of Jesus and ask his intervention for us.
Heavenly Father,
you entrusted your Son Jesus, the child of Mary,
to the care of Joseph, an earthly father.
Bless all fathers as they care for their families.
Give them strength and wisdom, tenderness and patience; support them in the work they have to
do, protecting those who look to them, as we look to you for love and salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Parish Based Reconciliation Program:
Please find attached a note explaining the Parish Based Reconciliation program offered to anyone who has made Sacred Heart
Parish their primary place of worship. Enrolment is open to baptised Catholics eight years of age or older. Enrolment forms can be
collected while attending mass on the weekend of 7th/8th September.

Important Dates:
•
•
•

Mother Teresa Feast Day - Andrew Chinn concert Thursday, 5th September - Parents welcome to attend the Whole School
Concert
1.30pm-2.35pm
Term 4 Staff Development Day (Pupil free day) Friday, 1st November
Term 4 - Last day of school for students Wednesday, 18th December

Sports News
Netball
Three teams competed in the St Nicholas’ Netball Gala Day at Penrith on
Wednesday 28th August. The players displayed great sportsmanship and a
positive attitude whether the won, lost or drew. All players celebrated being
part of a wonderful team.
Many thanks to the teachers and parents who managed, kept score and
supported our teams.

Diocesan Athletics Carnival
Congratulations to all the students who represented out school at the Cumberland Zone at the Diocesan Carnival on Friday, 23rd August. Our athletes tried their very best and demonstrated great spirit. A special mention to Akira (Yr 5) who has made it through to the NSWCPS Mackillop Track and Field Championships held in
September. Akira will be participating in the Long Jump as well as the 100m. Great work Akira!

Mt Schoenstat Spirituality Family / Reflection Days

