16th August 2019

"A member of the Westmead Catholic Community"

90 Seconds with the Principal
Watch Video
90 Seconds with the Principal - Maths Warm-up games
In our video this week we explore three Maths warm up games that we play at school and
invite you to try playing these games at home with your children. Thanks to the students
from Year 5 who demonstrate the games.

Bingo Disco Tonight
Thanks so much to our very, very generous families who have donated gifts for prizes for
our Bingo/Disco night tonight. Thanks also to the many helpers who have volunteered for
the jobs that go into making our night such a success, from prize wrapping to set-up of the
Morley Centre to all the behind-the-scenes organisation. We are a truly blessed
community.

ACARA (Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority) Data
Collection Notification
The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) collects data from
schools to determine the Index of Community Socio-educational Advantage (ICSEA). CEDP is
currently working to provide relevant details to the Catholic Education Commission of
NSW. Data collected is de-identified of personal information. Parents and caregivers must
advise their school if they don’t want their child's data included in this report by 30 August
2019. Copies of Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) Standard Collection
Notice and Privacy Policy can be obtained from the school office.

Occupational Therapist working with MTP Staff
For semester 2 of 2019, Mrs Sharon Duff, an Occupational Therapist has been engaged by
our school to work with staff from Kindergarten to Year 6 once a fortnight. Sharon is an
experienced Occupational Therapist and has already delivered professional learning to our
teachers on assisting students requiring support. Sharon will be running a parent
information workshop on Thursday the 19th of September at 1.45pm in the Staffroom. This
workshop will provide an opportunity for Sharon to explain the role of Occupational
Therapy and provide tips for supporting your child at home. Sharon will also be available to
answer questions you may have about occupational therapy and supporting our children to
share their ideas in writing, part of our school literacy goal for 2019.

Cuppa with the Principal
All parents are invited to join me for our ‘Cuppa with the Principal’ chat. Our next
scheduled gathering is Thursday, 22nd August at 8.35am. Come along if you have some free
time, it is a great way to get to know other parents in the Mother Teresa Community.

1-2-3 Magic and Emotion Coaching Parent Course (CEDP)
Some of the school counsellors from the Diocese of Parramatta are running the 1-2-3 Magic
course for parents of children aged 2 to 12. This is a three session course run at St Monica’s
Catholic Primary School, North Parramatta. The parent course involves attending three
sessions Wednesdays 14th, 21st and 28th of August from 6pm to 8pm. The cost is $10 to
cover the cost of the workbook. The course offers discipline techniques without arguing
with your child, how to handle challenging and testing behaviour, using emotion coaching
to encourage good behaviour and 7 tactics for encouraging good behaviour. If you are
interested in attending the course at North Parramatta please call 8832 4100 to register.

N E W S L E T T E R

“All

D A T E

our words will be useless
unless they come from within.”
St Mother Teresa of Kolkata

Important Dates:
• Thursday, 22nd August
Cuppa with the Principal 8:35am
• Thursday, 29th August
Father’s Day Book Reading and
Liturgy
1:45pm
• Friday, 30th August
Father’s Day Stall
• Thursday, 5th September
Mother Teresa Feast Day
Andrew Chinn concert
Parents welcome to attend the
Whole School Concert
1.30pm-2.35pm
• Friday, 27th September
Last day Term 3
• Friday, 1st November
Staff Development Day
No students at school

Welcomeasy
“In purchasing your child’s tuckshop
order online through Welcomeasy,
you are contracting directly with
the supplier. You are responsible for
checking that the ingredients of
what you order are not
incompatible with your child’s
sensitivities or health issues. Please
ensure you check the disclaimers in
the supplier's website. If in doubt
you should contact the supplier.”

Book Week and Literacy and Numeracy Week at Mother Teresa Primary - Friday, 13th September - Parents and
Carers invited
At Mother Teresa Primary we will be celebrating National Literacy and Numeracy Week in Week 8 of this term (Week commencing
the 9th of September). We will be reading the prize books nominated by the CBCA (Children’s Book Council of Australia) in the next
few weeks with all of our students and they will be integrated into our daily literacy block. We celebrate NLNW as it is a great way to
highlight the learning in both literacy and numeracy at our school. This year we have some great learning activities prepared for our
students including drama presentations, a poetry slam presentation, a writer’s festival and a mathematical themed treasure hunt.
On Friday 13th September at 1.45pm parents and carers are invited to come and listen to their child/children read a piece of writing
they have written at school - a type of ‘book launch’. This reading session will be followed by a “Poetry Slam” presentation by our
students as our way of celebrating Literacy and Numeracy Week at MTP.

Save the date - MTP Father’s Day Liturgy 1.45pm Thursday, 29th of August
This year we will be celebrating the gift of our Fathers (and father figures) through an open school where at 1.45pm Dads and
Grandads are invited to come to their child’s Learning Studio/s to read a book to the children. Following this book sharing
experience, at 2pm approximately the whole school will gather in the COLA (Covered Outdoor Learning Area) for a Liturgy of the
Word. We look forward to celebrating the special and important role Dad’s play in the lives of our children.

Skoolbag Updates
A newer version of skoolbag has been in operation for the past few months. If you have not updated from the old app it will not be
supported from the 1st August, 2019. Please use the following link and follow the instructions to download the newer version of the
app. https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/installation-instructions/
This week we celebrated the Feast of the Assumption. Mary’s greatness consists in the fact that she
wants to magnify God, not herself. She looked at what God was offering her and saw its beauty. She
saw past what was frightening and what was unknown.
"When all the stages of life have passed us by, these things alone remain: the spiritual treasure that
stretches our souls to see what our eyes cannot, the remembrance of how beautiful life really is
under all its ugliness, and the love of those around us who make the journey gentle as we go.
If the question is, What is really important in life?—the answer is only life itself, living it well,
immersing it in beauty, love, and reflection.”
Dear Lord, help me to remember that you gave me life. Teach me to slow down, to be still and enjoy the pleasures created for me.
To be aware of the beauty that surrounds me: the marvel of mountains, the calmness of lakes, the fragility of flower petals. I need
to remember that all these things come from you. Amen
Gaye Dennis—Acting REC

Congratulations - Diocesan Athletics Carnival
Well done to all the children that represented our school at the Cumberland Zone Athletics Carnival on Tuesday, 6th August at
Blacktown Sports Park. It is a wonderful opportunity for young athletes to endeavour to attain their personal best. Well done to the
following children who now progress to the Diocesan Athletics Carnival on Friday, 23rd August:
Senior Boys Relay: Christopher R (Yr 5), Nicholas E (Yr 6), Christian M (Yr 5) & John W (Yr 6)
Senior Girls Relay: Lara P (Yr 5), Sammi- Lee N (Yr 6), Daniella N (Yr 6) & Anyka C (Yr 5).
Jean D (Yr 6) Shot Put and Discus—Nicholas E (Yr 6) 100m & 800m—Akira J (Yr 5) 800m, 100m, Long Jump & Discus—Alessia M (Yr
4)100m—Christian M (Yr 5) Discus—Daniella Nahoum (Yr 6) Long Jump & Discus—Sammi Lee N (Yr 6) Long Jump—Lara P (Yr 5) Long
Jump
Congratulations to the following Runner Up Zone Age Champions: Akira J (Yr 5).

NSW Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2019
Congratulations to those students who have completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge. For those students who are yet to finish,
you have until midnight on Friday, 30th August 2019.
If you have any questions, please contact either Mrs Rawlings or Mrs Halligan.

School Fees
Term 3 school fee statements are being sent my mail by the Catholic Education Office. Fees are due by the 28th August 2019, unless
you have an arrangement in place.
If you are having difficulty with paying your fees by the due date, please do not hesitate to contact Judy Attard on 8841 2600.

Parenting Ideas Webinar
Mother Teresa Primary has a school subscription to "Parenting Ideas'. This is a resource which offers help, support and ideas with
parenting. If you are interested in participating in this webinar, you’ll develop clear guidelines and learn impactful strategies to
support you to build strong healthy relationships with your children, bolster their independence and support them in their use of
technology in these rapidly changing times. On 28th August at 8:00pm about creating 21st century rites of passage, you can
register using the following link https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-creating-21stcentury-rites-of-passage and follow the instructions below.
How to redeem the voucher
 Click this link:
 https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/parent-webinars/webinar-creating-21st-century-rites-of-passage

click ‘Add to cart’


click ‘View cart’



enter the voucher code RITES and click ‘Apply Coupon’. Your discount of $37 will be applied to the order. This voucher is valid
until 28 September 2019.



click ‘Proceed to checkout’



fill in your account details. These are the details you will use to login to your account and access your parenting material



click ‘Place Order’

Important Dates:
•
•
•
•
•

‘Cuppa with the Principal Thursday, 22nd August 8.35am
Father’s Day Book reading and liturgy Thursday, 29th August - 1.45pm
Mother Teresa Feast Day - Andrew Chinn concert Thursday, 5th September - Parents welcome to attend the Whole School
Concert
1.30pm-2.35pm
Term 4 Staff Development Day (Pupil free day) Friday, 1st November
Term 4 - Last day of school for students Wednesday, 18th December

Mt Schoenstat Spirituality Family / Reflection Days

